







































































BOSTON

citizens’ briefing

Region 1 held its fourth annual Citizen’s
Briefing in Boston on Friday, Dec. §.
Speakers scheduled included: Regional
Administrator John McGlennon, discus-
sing environmental quality in New Eng-
land; Russell Peterson, chairman of the
President’s Council on Environmental
Quality; Deputy Administrator John R.
Quarles Jr.; Gladwin Hill, environmental
reporter for the New York Times, citizen
action and the future of the environmental
movement; Dana Duxbury, National
League of Women Voters, waste reduc-
tion and recycling; and David Rose, Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology,
energy alternatives.

$5,000 penalty

The Butcher Polish Co., Marlboro,
Mass., recently agreed to pay a civil pen-
alty of $5,000 for alleged violations of
Federal pesticide regulations in the mar-
keting of a disinfectant spray and a ger-
micidal detergent. Both were found by
EPA to have false and misleading label
claims and to be ineffective. The com-
pany recalled and stopped producing the
spray and changed the formulation of the
cleaner, for which it is applying for rereg-
istration.

NEW YORK

new york traffic

The last of EPA’s administrative orders
to New York State and City to carry out
the 1973 State plan to reduce automotive
air pollution in the City were issued re-
cently by Region I Administrator Gerald
M. Hansler. The four orders are the most
controversial of the 12 issued. They
would require:

Levying tolls on all city bridges over the
East and Harlem Rivers that link Manhat-
tan with Brooklyn, Queens, and the
Bronx by mid-1977;

Submitting and implementing by mid-
1977 plans for stricter parking rules in
Manhattan’s business districts to cut auto
entries in the morning hours by 10 per-
cent and speed traffic flow;

Improving goods deliveries by consolida-
tion and better scheduling to reduce oper-
ations in rush hours (to be implemented
by April 14 next year); and

Limiting taxi cruising and enforcing
curb-only pickups from § a.m. to 7 p.m.
every day but Sunday.

Mr. Hansler said the city-bridge tolls
would cut the number of vehicles enter-
ing Manhattan, easing congestion and re-
ducing pollution not only in Manhattan
but also in the outlying boroughs near the
presently toll-free bridges, where drivers

now cluster, seeking to avoid the tolis of
the Port of New York Authority's bridges
and tunnels. City-bridge toll revenues
could be used for public transit.

The parking order calls for elimination of
metered, on-street parking in mid-
Manhattan. The strategy could provide
up to $21 million annually if a $2 parking
surcharge were imposed, Mr. Hansler
said. An additional $9 million could be
saved each year through reduced conges-
tion and fuel consumption, improved
travel time for trucks, and fewer acci-
dents.

enforcement actions

Columbia Mills, Minetto, N.Y., found
recently to be violating its permit to dis-
charge wastewater into the Oswego
River, was ordered to correct its effluent
sampling, monitoring, and reporting
within 30 days.

Two firms were recently fined for pes-
ticide law violations: Jaguar Chemical
Corp., New York City, $4,600 for mis-
branding and adulterating the product,
Jaguar Complete Vegetation Kill; and
Perfection Beauty Products, Pearl River,
N.Y., $330 for shipping an unregistered
product, Triple Cee Pine Disinfectant.
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PHILADEIL PHIA

dumping phase-out

Region 111 is making plans to phase out
all ocean dumping of wastes by
municipalities and industries in the Re-
gion by 1981, following Administrator
Russell E. Train’s affirmation of the re-
cent regional requirement that Philadel-
phia end its dumping of sewage sludge by
that date. The City had asked Mr. Train
to review and consider modifying its cur-
rent ocean dumping permit, Philadelphia
now dumps 150 million gallons of sew-
age sludge each year. Permits have been
issued also to Camden, N.J., to dump 15
million gallons per year of sludge, and to
the E.I. duPont de Nemours and Co.
plant at Edge Moor, Del., to dispose of
115 million gallons per year of acid
waste. All dumping is done in the Atlan-
tic Ocean 50 miles southeast of Delaware
Bay.

The dumping phase-out date for duPont is
1978, for Camden 1980.
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storm damage

Eleven men from Region 111 made field
studies of the damage caused by the trop-
ical storm, Eloise, in September.

Seven from the Philadelphia office were
sent to central Pennsylvania to assess
damage to municipal water supply and
sewage treatment plants. Their investiga-
tions helped local officials get the plants
back in operation as soon as possible.
Three bacteriologists and a mobile lab-
oratory were dispatched to the Annapolis,
Md., Field Office to assist in bacteriolog-
ical analyses of public water supplies.
The Annapolis office conducted field and
laboratory tests to determine the effects
of the storm on water quality in
Chesapeake Bay, especially those affect-
ing shellfish.

el
ATLANTA

radiation in florida

Elevated levels of radiation have been
found in houses built on Florida land that
had been mined for phosphate rock, accord-
ing to a recent EPA study.

The amounts of radon, a radioactive gas,
and its decay products pose no immediate
threat to public health, the preliminary
study found. But Administrator Russell E.
Train urged Florida Governor Reubin
Askew to discourage further building on
such lands, pending a fuller assessment of
the danger.

Phosphate rock, used to make fertilizer,
often contains uranium in amounts that may
range from ten to several hundred times the
uranium in most U.S. soils.

The radioactivity was detected by EPA sci-
entists in new homes and commercial build-
ings erected in Polk County in the central
part of the State. Here developers used re-
claimed land from which the *‘overbur-
den’’ of top- and sub-soil had been stripped
and much of the phosphate rock removed,
leaving waste and unmined rock close to
the new surface.
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CHICAGO

landmark suit

A landmark suit against the United States
Steel Corporation ended recently when
the company signed a consent decree,
pledging to stop polluting Lake Michigan
at its plant at Waukegan, 1l

The suit, the first joint Federal-State
court action of its kind, was filed three
years ago. The company has been dump-
ing contaminated wastewater into the
lake at the rate of 3,870 gallons per min-
ute. U.S. Steel agreed to a timetable of
control measures that will halt all its lake
pollution by July, 1977, recycling most
of its wastes and discharging the remain-
der to the North Shore Sanitary District
for treatment. Terms of the decree will be
made part of a discharge permit that will
be the last permit to be issued to a major
discharger in Illinois.

nolo contendere

Wabash Alloys, Inc., an aluminum smelt-
ing firm in Wabash, Ind., was recently
allowed in U.S. District Court to plead
‘*nolo contendere’’ (no contest) to five
counts of a nine-count criminal charge of
air pollution.

The company was fined $125,000, but
the fine was suspended pending com-
pliance with a plea agreement that calls
for: installing pollution centrol equip-
ment within 15 months, submission of
quarterly progress reports by a responsi-
ble company officer, and placing the firm
on probation until 1980. Accepting the
plea agreement, the judge praised both
parties for resolving the case so as to
move toward pollution abatement without
an actual trial. Wabash Alloys was the
first emitter in Region V to receive a
notice of violation and a subsequent or-
der, in 1973. The region’s Enforcement
Division later referred the case to the Jus-
tice Department for prosecution. Edward
Rodzinak handled the case for the Divi-
sion.

/

DALLAS

workshops

Regional Administrator John C. White
was keynote speaker at the 63rd Annual
Conference of the Texas Municipal
League in Houston Oct. 26-28. An
Agency booth at the conference featured
a multimedia presentation on environ-
mental problems.

Mr. White and Dr. Richard L. Hill were
featured speakers at the Oklahoma Short
School on Water Pollution in Oklahoma
City Oct. 28-31. This was a training ses-
sion for wastewater treatment and water
supply system operators, at the end of
which they take State certification tests.
A workshop on area-wide water quality
planning, first of a series planned for Re-
gion VI, was held in Dallas Nov. 6-7.
A workshop on water quality and forest
management was held in New Orleans
Nov. 11-13, sponsored jointly by EPA
and the American Forestry Association.
A public meeting on area-wide water
quality planning was scheduled in Dallas
Nov. 25, with James L. Creighton, con-
sultant, as the speaker. This meeting’s
aim was to encourage citizens to become
involved in water quality management at
the local level.

KANSAS CITY

car emissions tested

More than 500 drivers in St. Louis, Mo.,
are getting $50 savings bonds, free tanks
of gasoline, and the use of a new car for a
day while their old vehicles are being
given emissions tests.

It's all part of an EPA-funded study **to
determine what part vehicles driven in
metropolitan St. Louis play in the total
air pollution picture within the area,”’
said Jerome H. Svore, Regional Adminis-
trator.

A press release put out by Region VII's
Public Affairs Office in September
helped the contractor, Olson Laborator-
ies, St. Louis, to get vehicle owners to
volunteer for the program. The Olson




people wanted 500 automobiles and 10
light trucks or vans, ranging from 1965 to
1975 models, for the tests. All had to be
registered in the St. Louis area.

Each owner got a day’s loan of a new
Pontiac with a full gas tank while his car
or truck was being tested (in the labora-
tory, not on the road). Each test vehicle
was returned with a full gas tank and a
$50 savings bond.

Similar studies are being conducted in six
other cities, Chicago, Denver, Houston,
Los Angeles, Phoenix, and Washington,
D.C. A total of nearly 2,000 vehicles are
being tested to determine the emission
levels of cars in use.

waterbeds

The owner of a Kansas City, Mo., store
that sells waterbeds recently discovered
that he had some environmentally nosy
neighbors in EPA’s Region VII Office
about a block away.

Returning from lunch one October day,
Robert Morby and Leo Alderman of the
Pesticides Branch noticed in the store
window a display of a pesticide they sus-
pected had not been registered:
Cledrwater-Waterbed Algae Control.

A stop-sale order was issued to the man-
ufacturer, Land and Sky, Lincoln, Neb.,
and its distributors and dealers, pending a
full investigation of the product’s effi-
cacy and registration status. About 2,500
containers of the algacide are involved.

/
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DENVER

wastewater hearing

A public hearing was held in Denver Oct.
29 on issuing wastewater discharge per-
mits for point sources of water pollution
that have hitherto been exempt from
EPA’s discharge permit program.

This hearing and a similar one in Port-
land, Ore., Oct. 30 sought public com-
ment on how EPA should regulate point-
source water pollution from agri-
culture—for instance, return flows from
irrigated land—and from forestry.
Previous public meetings had been held
in Boston and Chicago on storm sewer
permits, in Omaha and Dallas on small-
feedlot permits, and in Washington D.C.
on all four types of point-source regula-
tions.

A Federal court in Washington, D.C.,
has ruled that the Agency cannot exempt

these sources from its discharge permit
program. Proposed rules for small-
feedlot and storm-sewer permits were re-
cently published in the Federal Register,
and regulations for agriculture and fores-
try point-source permits must be pro-
posed by Feb. 10.

Many regional officials feel that the
numbers of additional permits required
by the court order could pose a serious

administrative problem for EPA and the
States.

$50,000 penalty

A civil penalty of $50,000, highest yet in
a water discharge permit case, was paid
Oct. 15 by the American Crystal Sugar
Co., Hillsboro, N.D., for violations by
the Red River Valley Cooperative, Inc.,
which became part of American Crystal
in a recent merger.

The settlement covered five counts
against the cooperative for discharging
pollutants into the Goose River without a
permit, plus 27 days’ violation of an EPA
administrative order for compliance.
The firm must also apply by Dec. | fora
permit or submit a plan for control of ac-

cidental spills from its sugar refinery at
Hillsboro.

SAN FRANCISCO

kaiser steel sued

At Region IX’s request, the Justice De-
partment has filed a civil action against
Kaiser Steel Corp., charging non-
compliance with an EPA order to clean
up air pollution at the firm’s plant at Fon-
tana, Calif., by December, 1977.
“*Kaiser’s recently announced polliution
abatement plans, which include construc-
tion of new basic-oxygen process
facilities, are inadequate,”” said Regional
Administrator Paul De Falco Jr. “*They
would postpone full compliance with the
order until 1981. This is an unacceptably
long time to wait for the needed cleanup
of this major pollution source.””

The Region has also issued a notice of
violation of Federal and State regulations
to Kennecott Copper Co. for emissions at
its smelter at McGill, Nev.

The Guam Power Authority on that
Pacific island has been ordered to com-
ply, by Jan. I, with EPA’s new source
performance standards for sulfur dioxide
emissions.

SEATTLE

minority workers

Minority workers are finding increasing
opportunities for employment in the con-
struction of EPA-funded sewage treat-
ment facilities in Region X, according to
a recent study by Alexander D. Hicks,
Director of Civil Rights and Urban Af-
fairs.

Only six and a half percent of the four-
State region’s population is black, In-
dian, Spanish-surnamed, Asian, Eskimo,
or Aleut, Mr. Hicks said, but they ac-
count for:

¢ |2 percent of the man-hours worked on
construction grant projects costing
$100,000 or more,

® |5 percent of the total work force, and
® 17 percent of man-hours worked in cer-
tain skilled trades.

EPA monitors all Agency-funded proj-
ects of this size to see how contractors
comply with Federal **affirmative ac-
tion'’ requirements for employing minor-
ity workers. Mr. Hicks said, “*It's en-
couraging to see.that minorities are get-
ting a larger share of EPA money in Re-
gion X. In 1974 alone, the Agency allo-
cated $57.1 million for new wastewater
facilities here, and that money created
more than 1,400 man-years of employ-
ment in the construction trades.”’ ©
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